
Year 8 First Autumn Half Term Curriculum Content 
Art and Design French PE Computer Science 

Structures & Architecture  Free time activities 
Individual Performance: 
Athletics AI and Machine Learning 

• One- and two-point 
perspective drawing.  
(Numeracy link)    

• Observational 
drawings of local 
historical buildings .   

• Architects such as Zaha 
Hadid and Asif Khan 

• Observational drawing 
skills including use of 
the formal elements.  

• Understanding of 
Autism through 
Stephen Wiltshire.   

• Brian Alfred: painting 
and colour mixing 

• Sports 

• opinions 

• Present tense 

• Refine skills in track 
and field events 

• Analysis of 
performance and 
suggested ways to 
improve 

• Anatomy: antagonistic 
pairs and movement 
at joints 

• Origin and uses of AI 

• How rules are used in AI decision 
making 

• Training data 

• Ethics of AI 

• Image recognition 

• The Turing Test 

• Chatbots 

Explore this topic through the 

Central Canon: 

Zaha Hadid in 7 Minutes: 

youtube link  

Explore this topic through the Central Canon: 

 

Short Stories in French 

Explore this topic through the 

Central Canon: Game On: The 

Unstoppable Rise of Women's 

Sport - Game On is a 

celebration of the trailblazing 

women opening doors for 

others and a manifesto for 

women’s sport – a rallying cry 

to ensure the progress we are 

currently seeing goes from 

strength to strength. 

Design Technology Spanish RE Geography 

Inclusive Design 1 Free time activities Religious Themes Trade and Development 

• Design empathy. • Sports 

• Opinions 

• Present tense 

• Seven Dimensions 

• Charity in religion 

• Equality in religion 

• Love in religion 

• Conflict in religion 

• Measuring development. 

• Different employment sectors. 

• Challenges facing the poorest 
countries of the world. 

• The barriers to development. 

• Advantages and disadvantages of 
infrastructure projects - the Three 
Gorges dam, China. 

• The positive and negative impacts of 
Transnational Corporations. 

• Unequal trading relationships. 

• Fair trade. 
Explore this topic through the Central Canon: 
Listen and read at this link - Pollito tito 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: The Bad Seed - 

He has a bad 
temper, bad 
manners, and 
a bad 
attitude. He’s 
been bad 
since he can 

remember! This seed cuts in 
line every time, stares at 
everybody and never listens. 
But what happens when one 
mischievous little seed 
changes his mind about 
himself, and decides that he 
wants to be—happy? 
 

Explore this topic through the Central 
Canon: Where 
Underpants Come 
From: From 
Checkout to Cotton 
Field - Joe Bennett  - 
A look through the 
lens of globalisation 
by way of the 
manufacture of 
underpants in 
China! 
 

 

Drama History Social Studies Maths 

Mask Mime and Physical 
Comedy 

How far was Tudor rule a religious 
rollercoaster? Politics Calculations and  FDP 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwOqd5Rf0tc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FwOqd5Rf0tc
https://www.thespanishexperiment.com/stories/chicken-little


• Knowledge of Ancient 
Greek Theatre and 
commedia dell’arte 

• Physical awareness, 
flexibility, co-
ordination  

• Mime skills, spatial 
awareness  

• La Coq’s 7 states of 
tension  

• Character 
interpretation from 
text  

• How to apply tension 
states and mime skills 
in performance  

• Quality of movement 
and communicating 
physical character, 
attitude and emotion.  

• Trestle mask 

• Clocking 

• Point of focus 

• The differences between Catholicism 
and Protestantism in the 1500s. 

• The reasons why Henry VIII broke 
away from the Catholic Church. 

• The physical changes that took place 
in churches under Kind Edward. 

• the changes to the Church of England 
under Queen Mary. 

• Elizabeth I's religious settlement. 

• How far religion in England changed 
under the Tudors. 

• Parliament 

• Elections 

• MPs 

• Government 

• Monarchy 

• Multiplying and dividing by powers of 
10 to given calculations. 

• Why 10 to the power zero is not 
equal to zero. 

• The difference between positive and 
negative powers of 10. 

• Interpreting and comparing numbers 
in standard form. 

• Standard form, where n is a positive 
or negative integer or zero. 

• Express a number as a product of its 
prime factors.  

• Using prime factors to create Venn 
diagrams to find HCF and LCM. 

• Converting between terminating 
decimals and fractions. 

• Converting recurring decimals into 
fractions in their simplest form. 

• Finding the original amount by 
working out the reverse percentage. 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: If I Ran the 

Country, by 
Rich Night 
 
 

Explore this topic through the Central 
Canon: What's the Point of Maths? - This 

book unpacks how maths 
is an essential part of our 
everyday life in ways that 
you never thought of. 
Crazy facts, magic tricks, 
mathematical 
brainteasers and 
beautiful illustrations 
show you that maths is 

interesting, fun, and unintimidating! Ever 
wondered where maths originated from? 
This fantastic educational book unpacks all 
the curious questions that your child has 
about mathematics including intriguing 
historical stories that explore the often-
surprising origins of maths that we use in our 
daily lives. 
 

English Music PSHEE Science 

Short Stories Rhythmic Fusion Relationships 
Unicellular organisms/ Fluids/The periodic 
table 

• Creative Narrative 
Writing 

• Vocabulary and 
spelling 

• Imagination 

• Literary and rhetorical 
devices 

• Performing the key rhythmic 
techniques of Gahu music. 

• Maintaining an independent rhythmic 
line in a percussion ensemble. 

• Performing the tresillo cross-rhythm 
in time with a pulse. 

• Creating a fusion group composition. 

• Healthy and unhealthy 
relationships 

• The impact of 
persuasion and 
pressure on consent 

• Sexual orientation 

• Gender identity 

• Safer online 
relationships 

• Unicellular organisms for example: 
bacteria and fungi  

• Five kingdoms: Prokaryotes, 
Protoctists, plants, animals and fungi  

• The carbon cycle  

• Physical properties of elements  

• Chemical formulae 

• Mendeleev's periodic table  

• Pressure in fluids  

• Drag 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: A Thousand 
Beginnings and Endings -  
A reimagining of the folklore 
and mythology of East and 

South Asia. 
A mountain 
loses her 
heart. Two 
sisters 
transform 
into birds to 
escape 
captivity. A 

young man learns the true 
meaning of sacrifice. A young 
woman takes up her mother’s 
mantle and leads the dead to 
their final resting place. 
From fantasy to science fiction 
to contemporary, from 
romance to tales of revenge, 
these stories will beguile 
readers from start to finish. 
 
 

Explore this topic through the Central 
Canon:  

 
Explainer: What the pH scale tells us 
(snexplores.org) 

 

https://www.snexplores.org/article/explainer-what-the-ph-scale-tells-us
https://www.snexplores.org/article/explainer-what-the-ph-scale-tells-us

