
Year 8  
Second Autumn Half Term Curriculum Content (November to December) 

Art and Design French PE Computer Science 

Structures & Architecture Continued  Free time activities Net Games Image recognition 
• Experiment with materials 

including cardboard  

• Respond to artist Joshua Smith.  
• Create sustained reponse using 

collage and painting. 
• Learn about Ndebele art of South 

Africa - explore culture and 
understand how traditions have 
been passed down.   

• Develop a sustained piece of 
work to show skill and knowledge 
of painting. 

• Explore architecture from 
different times and cultures 
including Gaudi and Le 
Corbusier. 

• Sports 

• opinions 

• Present tense 

• Volleyball, Badminton, 
Tennis 

• Develop successful net 
game strategies. 

• Develop technique, 
accuracy and precision of 
skills. 

• Healthy body: examples 
of foods that support a 
balanced diet 

• The Turing Test 

• Chatbots 
• Analysis of text to rate an 

attitude or opinion 

Explore this topic through the Central 

Canon: 

BBC World Service - Outlook, Drawing is my 

language: the artist who recreates cities 

from memory 

 

Explore this topic through the 

Central Canon: 

 

Short Stories in 
French 

Explore this topic through the 

Central Canon:  

 
Netball Gems 

2: Chase Your 

Goal 

Phoebe loves 

to shoot goals, and she’s great at it 

too. She dreams of being a famous 

netballer and playing in front of 

thousands. The problem is that 

she’s nervous all the time, even 

around her teammates – and there 

are only seven of them! 

 

 

 

 

Design Technology Spanish RE Geography 

Empathetic Architect 2 Free time activities Religious Themes Earthquakes 
• Card modelling skills 

• Types of card 

• Properties and characteristics of 
boards 

• Concrete casting 
• Team work - manufacturing 
• Quality checks 
• H&S: Glue gun, craft knife 

Explore this topic through the Central 
Canon: 

 
What is Right and Wrong? 
Every day we make decisions that are 
underpinned by our ideas of what is right 
and wrong. But where do these ideas come 
from? Where do our values come from and 
who decides which values are used in a 
society? 

• Sports 

• Opinions 

• Present tense 

• Love in religion 

• Conflict in religion 
• What is a hazard? 

• Earth's structure 
• Theory of plate tectonics 
• Types of plate boundaries 
• Ecuador earthquake 2016 
• Mitigating the impacts of 

earthquakes 
• Japan earthquake 2016 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: Listen and read at 
this link: 
El Pájaro y la Ballena: The Bird 
and the Whale 
(thespanishexperiment.com) 
 

 
 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: The Bad Seed - He 

has a bad temper, 
bad manners, and 
a bad attitude. 
He’s been bad 
since he can 
remember! This 
seed cuts in line 

every time, stares at everybody 
and never listens. But what 
happens when one mischievous 
little seed changes his mind about 
himself, and decides that he wants 
to be—happy? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: Our Patchwork 
Planet  - An introduction to Earth's 
internal movements and change 
offers entertaining information 
about such occurrences as 
earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, and 
continental drift. 
 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct34vs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct34vs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3ct34vs


Drama History Social Studies Maths 

Pantomime 
Why did Parliament execute their 

king in 1649? Politics, Migration and Refugees Data handling 
• Understand the history and key 

features of pantomime  

• Performance: interaction with an 
audience and exaggerated 
characterisation.   

• Pantomime animals and the 
‘sing-along’  

• Voice and facial expression in 
pantomime 

• Developing a script using 
pantomime conventions  

• Audience interaction 
• Ensemble performance 

• The treatment of 
Catholics after the 
Gunpowder Plot 

• Different reasons that 
led to the outbreak of 
the English Civil war 

• Actions that Parliament 
took to contribute to the 
outbreak of war and the 
reasons why they were 
able to win 

• Range of reasons for 
execution of Charles  

• Votes at 16 debate 

• Source analysis 
• Different types of 

migrants 
• Push and pull factors of 

migration 
• Human rights 

• Mean, median, mode and 
range 

• Mean, median, mode and 
range of discrete data from 
tables 

• Bar charts and pie charts 
in problem solving 
contexts 

• Time-series graphs 
• Scatter graphs 
• Line of best fit 
• Plotting frequency 

polygons 

 
Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: Illegal, by Eoin 
Colfer 
 
 

 
Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: Escape Room - When 
twelve-year-old Ami arrives at The 
Escape, she thinks it's just a game - 
the ultimate escape room with 
puzzles and challenges to beat 
before time runs out. Meeting her 
teammates, Adjoa, Ibrahim, Oscar 
and Min, Ami learns from the Host 
that they have been chosen to save 
the world and they must work 
together to find the Answer. But as 
he locks them inside the first room, 
they quickly realise this is no 
ordinary game. 
 

English Music PSHEE Science 

Julius Caesar Afro-Cuban  

Breathing and respiration/ 

combustion/ Light 
• Shakespeare - context 

• Rome - context 
• Academic writing 
• Word level analysis: denotation, 

connotaton, inference, 
interpretation 

• Analysing rhetoric 
• Plays in performance 
• Rhetorical terminology 

• Performing the key 
rhythmic techniques of 
Gahu music. 

• Maintaining an 
independent rhythmic 
line in a percussion 
ensemble. 

• Performing the tresillo 
cross-rhythm in time with 
a pulse. 

• Creating a fusion group 
composition. 

• Healthy and unhealthy 
relationships 

• The impact of persuasion 
and pressure on consent 

• Sexual orientation 

• Gender identity 

• Safer online relationships 

• Choosing suitable scales for 
line graphs  

• Combustion reactions  
• Burning fossil fuels and air 

pollution  
• Global warming  
• Aerobic respiration in 

animals and plants  
• Anaerobic respiration  
• Ray diagrams for reflection 

and refraction  
• The eye 

Explore this topic through the Central 
Canon: The Young Julius Caesar, by 
Caroline Corby  

 
 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon:  

 
 
Wet-dog physics (snexplores.org) 

 

https://www.snexplores.org/article/wet-dog-physics

