
Year 8  
Spring Half Term 1 Curriculum Content (January to February) 

Art and Design French PE Computer Science 
IdenƟty & Portraiture  School Dance IntroducƟon to Python 

 To invesƟgate idenƟty and 
demonstrate understanding by 
creaƟng a visual mind-map that 
portrays your own ideas.   

 To invesƟgate the work of arƟst 
Mark Powell and understand how 
to create an observaƟonal drawing 
in a similar style.   

 To invesƟgate the work of arƟst 
Arinze Stanley and understand how 
to create an observaƟonal drawing 
using the grid technique.  
Numeracy links.  

 Mixed media collage / weaving.    
Incorporate photographs and 
various materials to construct a 
layered portrait. 

 To gain knowledge and 
understanding of poly-block 
prinƟng and demonstrate skill in 
using materials and processes 
effecƟvely.   

 To be able to analyse Bisa Butler’s 
work and use a similar technique 
to create a portrait using paƩern 
and tone.  

 School subjects 
 Opinions 
 Future tense 
 Comparing 

subjects/teachers 
 
 
 
 
 
Explore this topic through the 

Central Canon: 

 

Short Stories in 
French 

 Learn and create basic 
acƟons, spaƟal features, 
dynamics and relaƟonships 
of a moƟf 

 Individual and group 
choreography 

 Body Systems 
 Long term effects of exercise 

 
Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon:  

Run Like A Girl: 
50 Extraordinary 
and Inspiring 
Sportswomen All 
over the world, 
there are female 
athletes breaking 

barriers, pushing limits, and 
achieving amazing things, but where 
did their journeys begin? And what 
challenges did they have to 
overcome to get where they are 
today? 

 Construct: Sequence 
(Python Basics) 

 MathemaƟcal Operators 
 Construct: SelecƟon 

Explore this 
topic through 
the Central 
Canon: 

An Interview 
with Artist Bisa 

Butler | 
Observer 

 

  

Design Technology Spanish RE Geography 
Food for Sharing School Is Death the End? Volcanoes / Russia 

 Bulk buying/budgets 
 Preparing food for social occasions 

(porƟon control/Ɵmings) 
 Roux sauce (gelaƟnisaƟon) 
 Shortcrust pastry 

(plasƟcity/shortening) 
 Allergies and intolerances 
 Factors effecƟng food choices 
 PracƟcals: Macaroni cheese, 

Jamican paƫes 
 Design challenge: Cost effecƟve 

baking fundraiser 
 H&S: Hob control, oven control, 

knife skills 
Explore this topic through the Central 
Canon: 

Nadiya's BriƟsh Food 
Adventure - Inspired by her 
journey around the country 
to discover the best In 
BriƟsh food, Nadiya has 
created over 120 easy and 
enƟcing new recipes that 

mix local ingredients with her very 
favourite flavours, not forgeƫng a nod to 
her Bangladeshi roots. 

 School subjects 
 Opinions 
 Future tense 
 Comparing 

subjects/teachers 

 Belief about death 
 Belief about aŌerlife 
 Funerals 

 Volcano introducƟon 
 Hazard risk in the 

Philippines 
 PreparaƟon and response 

to hazards 
 Hazard risk assessment 
 Student presentaƟons 
 Geography of Russia 
 Russia's climate and 

biomes 
 Threats to Russia's taiga 
 ExtracƟng oil in the tundra 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: Listen and read at 
this link: 
Los Tres Cerditos: The Three LiƩle 
Pigs in Spanish + Audio 

 
 
 

 
Explore this 
topic through 
the Central 
Canon: The 
Second Rule of 
Ten- Ten’s 
journey for the 
truth propels 
him from gang-
ridden, 

dangerous Boyle Heights in east LA 
to Lhasa, Tibet, and back again. He 
must wrestle with more than one 
limiting thought and inner enemy if 
he is to identify, much less 
overcome, his rapidly multiplying 
outer ones. The clues to solving this 
complex cluster of mysterious events 
are sprinkled all over the City of 
Angels, but the ultimate answers, as 
always for Ten, lie inside. 

 
 
Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: Into the Volcano - 
This story, set on top of a super 
volcano in Yellowstone Park in 
America, starts with an act of 
senseless and terrifying violence 
but turns into a beauƟful story of 
friendship and bravery. 
 
 



Drama History Social Studies Maths 

Bertolt Brecht and Epic Theatre 

The development of the BriƟsh 
Empire / The TransatlanƟc Slave 
Trade MigraƟon and Refugees Solving EquaƟons & Sequences 

 PoliƟcal theatre 
 Bertolt Brecht and WW2 Germany 
 Epic theatre and AlienaƟon 
 Techniques of AlienaƟon: 

narraƟon, non-linear narraƟve; 
breaking the fourth wall/direct 
address, mulƟ-rolling 

 Socio-poliƟcal parody of the Three 
LiƩle Pigs 

 Why did Britain want an 
empire? 

 Why did the English seƩle 
in North America? 

 Why did the BriƟsh want 
India as a colony? 

 Why was there a 
'scramble for Africa'? 

 What factors drove 
Britain to gain an Empire? 

 When did Europeans 
become involved in 
trading Africans as 
slaves?  

 What is excepƟonal about 
the Middle Passage? 

 How were New World 
plantaƟon Slave socieƟes, 
not merely socieƟes with 
slaves? 

 Were Africans involved in 
the Slave trade? 

 How did enslaved 
Africans become 
Maroons in Jamaica and 
were they really free? 
 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: The long-lasƟng 
impact of the Russian RevoluƟon  

  

 Media representaƟon of 
migrants 

 Challenging stereotypes 
 MigraƟon journeys 
 Asylum applicaƟons 
 Essay wriƟng skills 
 Draw conclusions 

 solve equaƟons including 
unknown on both sides 

  form and Solve equaƟons  
 evaluate expressions and 

formulas including powers 
and roots 

 Be able to recognise the 
difference between Linear 
and Non-Linear sequences 

 Be able to generate a 
sequence given an 
algebraic rule 

 Be able to generate a 
sequence given a complex 
algebraic rule 

 
 
Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon: The Little Match Girl 
Strikes Back, Emma Carrol 
 
 

 
 
Explore this 
topic through 
the Central 
Canon: The 
Math Inspectors: 
Story One - The 
Case of the 
Claymore 

Diamond - Stanley, CharloƩe, 
GerƟe and Felix are just your 
typical twelve-year old kids. They 
love to hangout aŌer school, they 
love burgers and milkshakes, and 
they love maths. 

English Music PSHEE Science 

Lord Arthur Savile's Crime Ballads Living in the Wider World 
GeneƟcs and evoluƟon/ Energy 
transfers 

 FicƟon prose 
 WriƟng a topic sentence 
 The effects of seƫng, plot and 

characterisaƟon 
 Analysing structure 

 Pop ballad features 
 Maintaining an 

independent part 
 Playing in an ensemble 

 An Introduction to Unifrog 
 Your Strengths 
 Labour Market Information 
 Exploring Careers and Your 

Future 
 Future Planning and Goal 

Setting 

 Internal energy and 
thermal energy  

 Energy transferred by 
heaƟng: radiaƟon, 
conducƟon and convecƟon  

 Reducing energy transfers  
 Power and efficiency  
 Sankey diagrams  
 Types of variaƟon: 

conƟnuous and 
disconƟnuous  

 Inherited and geneƟc 
variaƟon  

 Natural selecƟon 

Explore this topic through 
the Central Canon: The 
Hound of the Baskervilles, 
by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle  
 
 

Explore this topic through the 
Central Canon:  
 
What we can — and can’t — 
learn from our pets’ DNA 

 
 


